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THE LESSONS ON THE LIFE 
OF CHRIST. 


In bringing this series of lessons to a 
close, the Secretary of the Sunday 
School Society would express to super- 
intendents, teachers, and scholars, his 
satisfaction at the encouragement they 
have afforded him by the kindly way in 
which they have received his efforts 
to aid in the doing of Sunday-school 
work. He regrets, for their sake, that 
he has not been able to do better what 
he undertook. If, however, he has even 
partially succeeded in leading the young 
to gain for themselves a knowledge of 
the character and teachings of Jesus 
Christ, he will not deem his labor in 
vain. 

.' FUTURE LESSONS. 

Tuer ‘‘Lessons” of the present series 
end with this mouth’s issue. What will be 
done in the future has not yet been decided. 
It is possible there will be a little delay in 
commencing a new series. If so, will not 
the few Sunday-schools using the “ Lessons,” 
as issued, find some way of providing for a 
few sessions, and patiently wait for the ap- 
pearance of the new series? The lessons 
for the present month might be very well 
extended over another month; lessons that 
were passed might be taken up, or a gen- 
eral review commenced. ‘These hints are 
thrown out to be acted upon in case of 
need, But possibly the new work will be 
taken promptly in hand. The great major- 
ity of schools will experience no inconveni- 
ence, as they pay no attention to dates, and 
have lessons for several months in advance, 


LESSON XLIX. 
FURTHER HUMILIATIONS. 

1. The Scourging. The execution of 
criminals among the Romans, unless Ro- 
man citizens, was generally preceded by 
scourging. The condemned man was 
stripped, bound to a pillar, and beaten 
with leather thongs. To these thongs, 
pieces of bone and nails were often fast- 
ened, to lacerate the flesh, and add to the 
torture of the victim. To such a scourging 
Jesus was, by Pilate’s order, subjected. 
The disposition and habits of the men who 
administered the blows, and the temper of 
the crowd in attendance, give assurance 
that there was no lack of the accustomed 
severity. Jesus seems to have possessed a 
peculiarly sensitive organization, and must 
have suffered intensely. 

2. The Mockery. After the scourging, 
for a little time the soldiers had their own 
way with the suffering man they had in 
charge. They took him to their quarters, 
and assembled their whole band for the 
contemplated sport. Instead of reclothing 
him with his own garments, they threw 
over him a soldier’s old scarlet cloak, in 
imitation of a royal robe, obtained a reed 
which they placed in his bound hands as a 
sceptre, and gathered from Pilate’s garden 
some prickly plant which they made into a 
wreath for his head. Then with contempt- 
uous laughter they pointed at him as a 
king. They bowed low before him in 
mock homage. They struck him with their 
hands, spit on him, took the reed from his 
hands and beat him with it. He, a king ! 
There was rare sport in the very thought. 
It is not necessary to conclude that the sol- 
diers intended to cause their victim much 
physical pain. But for the recent scourg- 
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ing, probably but little would have been 
experienced. They thought he claimed o 
be a king. They were putting his king- 
ship in a most grotesque form for their 
own amusement. Jesus bore both the 
scourging and the mockery with great 
patience. 

3. Pilate. It is hardly likely that Pilate 
was witness of all the proceedings of the 
soldiers. But somehow his attention was 
called to them; and going into the hall, he 
was struck with the figure that Jesus pre- 
sented, and felt more than ever the ab- 
surdity of putting him to death upon the 
charge made by the Jews. The thought 
came to him that the Jews, seeing Jesus in 
such a plight, after such humiliations, would 
relent. He resolved to make one more 
effort to save him. He went out and again 
ascended the tribunal, having Jesus brought 
to him. He explained to the Jews that he 
brought him forth once more, to let them 
know that he found no fault in him. His 
only word further, ‘‘ BEHOLD THE Man!” 

Was there no pity in that crowd? Un- 
doubtedly there was: for it was the chief 
priests and officers that cried, ‘* Crucify 
him!” ‘ Crucify him!” They had no fear 
of Jesus, the King. The charge that he 
sought to make himself a king was an idle 
one. It was Jesus all aflame with the 
truth, Jesus, the religious reformer, they 
feared. All his humiliations had no effect 
upon them, only as they rejoiced in them 
because they degraded him in the eyes of the 
people, and discredited his teaching. The 
more degradation the better, but the end 
must be death. Their charge against him 
took a new form. ‘By our law he ought 
to die, because he made himself the Son of 
God.” 

4. Jesus again Examined by Pilate. 
That Pilate took the charge of the Jews in 
their sense is not probable. But there 
was something in the character of Jesus 
that strongly impressed him. His wife’s 
There- 
fore, it is quite likely he had a vague con- 
sciousness that no common man was before 


warning, also, had its influence. 
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him. Perhaps his superstitious nature led 
him to the thought that Jesus might in 
some way be in connection with the super- 
nal powers. He, therefore, took him again 
into the palace to question him. 

To the questions of Pilate Jesus gave no 
answer. He left the governor entirely to 
his own choice, to do justice or not. The 
latter, irritated, reminded Jesus of the 
power he had over him. Jesus reminded 
him that his power was not of himself, but 
entrusted to him. That there was a re- 
sponsibility attached to it. But as Pilate 
could not so well decide the question in- 
volved as the council which had condemned 
Jesus, whatever the result, the greater sin 
would attach to the chief priests and elders.’ 

5. The Yielding of Pilate. The words of 
Jesus were not without effect upon Pilate. 
He was the more determined to grant the 
release of his prisoner; and went out to 
expostulate with the Jews. But it was of 
no use. They accused him of being un- 
friendly to Tiberius, the Roman emperor; 
and asserted that Jesus, in making himself 
a king, had spoken against the emperor. 
Pilate knew the jealous and irritable dis- 
position of Tiberius Cesar, and became 
alarmed. A complaint of the Jews to the 
emperor that the governor was not dlive to 
the honor of his master, might cause his. 
removal, He faltered in his purpose. 
Calling Jesus forth, he sat down again in 
the judgment-seat. Jesus stood in the same 
garb as before. ‘‘ Behold your King!” 
said Pilate contemptuously. ‘* Away with 
him!” ‘Away with him!” ‘‘ Crucify 
The shouts were now more general. 
The Jewish leaders had worked upon the 
people. ‘Shall I crucify your King?” 
‘* We have no king but Cesar,” cried the 
priests. There was no relenting to be 
seen in the faces of that Jewish crowd; 
and Pilate, taking counsel of his fears, de- 
livered up Jesus to be crucified. 

6. Preparations. The soldiers again 
took Jesus in charge. They stripped him 
of his mock insignia of royalty, and clothed 
him in his own garments. It was ordered 
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that two men who were in confinement, 
convicted of crimes, should be crucified at 
the same time. The crosses were prepared, 
to be borne in whole or in part by the con- 
demned. The soldiers furnished them- 
selves with the necessary implements; and 
all was in readiness to move to the place 
of execution. 

7. The Procession. A company of sol- 
diers under the command of a centurion 
led the way. Jesus and the two robbers, 
bearing their crosses, followed in charge of 
the executioners. Then came the priests 
and elders who were eager to witness the 
execution of him they hated, and a crowd 
of their countrymen in a state of noisy ex- 
citement and disorder. Of the route of the 
procession, little or nothing is known. The 
traditions of the Church, however, point it 
out as the Via Dolorosa. 

8. Occurrences on the Way. Only two 
are mentioned in the gospels. It can easily 
be conceived that the terrible experiences 
of Jesus during the preceding hours of the 
morning and the night must have told upon 
his physical condition. That he was una- 
ble to bear his cross, or the portion of it 
laid upou him, the gospels do not assert. 
But his inability is presumed from the fact 
that as they passed out of the gate of the 
city, the soldiers compelled Simon, a Cyre- 
nian Jew, to relieve him of the burden. 
The Church traditions represent the sol- 
diers as goading him on in his weakness 
till he sunk to the earth. 

Another incident was the weeping of the 
women who beheld Jesus, weak and suffer- 
ing in body, but strong in spirit, going for- 
ward to a cruel and ignominious death. It 
does not appear that they were particularly 
his friends. They wept because of their 
womanly hearts. Jesus asked no tears or 
wails for himself. Even then, conscious of 
what must be the ultimate results of that 
wickedness which was forcing him to the 
cross, he forgot himself in his sympathy 
with those for whom such great calamities 
were in store. In tones of pity, he said 
to these women, ‘‘Weep not for me; 


victim. 
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but weep for yourselves, and your chil- 
dren.” 

9. Simon, of Cyrene. Cyrene was a 
city of Africa, on the coast of modern Trip- 
oli. It was a Grecian city, but contained 
a large number of Jews. Why Simon, a 
Cyrenian Jew, was pressed into the service 
of bearing the cross of Jesus does not ap- 
pear. He may have heen at Jerusalem to 
attend the feast, and selected because he 
was a foreigner. He may have been 
pointed out as one who had expressed some 
sympathy with Jesus. His two sons, Alex- 
ander and Rufus, were known afterwards 
as disciples of Jesus, and probably he him- 
self became a disciple. 

10. Calvary. The skull, or the place of 
the skull. In Hebrew the word is Golgotha. 
Calvary is the form of the word from the 
Latin. All that is known in regard to this 
spot is, that it was outside of the city walls. 
It is generally spoken of as a hill, but that 
is by no means certain. Its name may 
suggest a hill rounded like a skull, or a 
place for the execution and burial of crimi- 
nals. The presence of skulls from the fre- 
quent burials being the cause of the latter 
suggestion. Gardens of some of the wealthy 
Jews were in its vicinity, that of Joseph of 
Arimathea being very near it. 


LESSON L. 
THE CRUCIFIXION. 


1. Death upon the Cross. From cruci 
Jigere, to affix to the cross, comes the word 
crucifixion. ‘This mode of putting to death, 
practised at times by the Egyptians, the 
Persians, the Pheenicians, the Greeks, the 
Romans, on account of the slowness of its 
operation, and the extreme suffering caused, 
must rank as the most horrible that ever 
came into general adoption. It is painful 
and sickening to attempt to realize in 
thought the long-protracted agony of the 
No vital organ being wounded, 
he would sometimes linger for many days, 
writhing in pain, burning with fever, 
afflicted with an intolerable thirst, con- 
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sciousness never forsaking him. With the 
Romans, it was the form of capital punish- 
ment for slaves, and the lower class of 
criminals; and was as ignominious as hor- 
rible. 

The form of the cross varied. But the 
form so familiar to all was undoubtedly 
that of the cross upon which Jesus was 
crucified. Probably there will be some 
need of correcting the idea that has been 
formed of its size. 

2. The Stupefying Draught. A number 
of wealthy women in Jerusalem, getting the 
hint from Prov. xxxi. 6, ‘‘Give strong 
drink unto him that is ready to perish,” 
had taken upon themselves the duty of 
preparing a drink which should benumb 
the sensibility, and of offering it to those 
who were to undergo execution, in order 
to lessen their suffering. It was an act of 
mercy, having no reference to the charac- 
ter of the men condemned. This ‘‘ wine 
mingled with myrrh,” or of whatever in- 
gredients, was upon the arrival at Calvary 
offered to Jesus, and without doubt to the 
two malefactors. The latter probably 
drank it with eagerness. But Jesus, as 
soon as he had ascertained its quality, re- 
fused it. He had voluntarily given himself 
to the truth. He was to die for God and 
man. ‘The sacrifice should be thorough, 
with the whole mind, heart, and soul. Too 
weak physically to bear the cross from the 
Pretorium to Calvary, he was yet so sub- 
limely strong in his soul that he would not 
seek any mitigation of his sufferings through 
any weakening of his consciousness. It 
was the Father’s will that he should ascend 
the cross. His whole being consented to 
the doing of that will. 

8. The Nailing to the Cross. It is un- 
certain whether the crosses were erected 
before the victims were nailed to them oy 
after, most likely the latter. The execu- 
tioners stripped Jesus of his clothing, and 
laying him upon the cross, stretched his 
arms along the transverse beam, and by 
driving large nails through the centre of 
the palms of his hands, fastened the upper 
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part of the body in that position. His legs 
were then drawn down, and his feet nailed 
to the upright beam. It is uncertain 
whether one nail was driven through both 
feet, or a nail was used for each foot. The 
excruciating pain of this nailing process can 
hardly be over-estimated. Possibly, cords 
may also have been used to bind the hands 
and feet more securely to the cross. In 
the centre of the cross was a projection, 
serving as a sort of seat to partially sustain 
the body. The affixing to the cross com- 
pleted, the cross was raised, and made firm 
in an upright position. Then came the 
agony of sustaining nearly the body’s full 
weight by the wounded hands and feet. 

4. The Prayer of Jesus for the Forgive- 
ness of his Murderers. This may have 
been uttered at some painful moment of the 
nailing process, or at the erection of the 
cross. It would seem to have a direct 
reference to these hardened soldiers, who, 
in carrying out the commands of the gover- 
nor, neither knew what they did, nor cared. — 
But these were of the smallest account in 
the mind of Jesus. The really guilty par- 
ties, the chief Jews, stood by looking on, 
finding pleasure in beholding his agonized 
form stretched upon the cross. They, in 
the blindness of their hatred and pride, 
knew not, indeed, what they were doing. 
But Jesus had for them no word of rebuke. 
In the midst of his own suffering, in view 
of what must come upon them, he could 
only pity, and ery, “ Father, forgive them.” 
No bitterness found any place in his heart; 
and he, victim of extremest hate, breathed 
forth only the words of a pitying love. 

5. The Disposal of the Garments. The 
garments of those crucified were the per- 
quisites of the executioners. After the 
crosses had been erected, with their burdens, 
there was nothing for the soldiers to do 
but to keep watch till the victims died. 
They used their first leisure in sharing the 
clothing that had fallen to them. The 
outer garment of Jesus they divided into 
four parts, each soldier taking a part. 
But the under garment they cast lots for 
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rather than rend it. In their mode of pro- 
ceeding, John finds a fulfilment of Psalm 
xxii. 18. ‘‘ They partmy garments among 
them, and cast lots upon my vesture.” 
The same remark is found in Matthew ; but 
there it is an interpolation. 

6. The Title wpon the Cross. It was 
customary to put upon the top of the cross 
an inscription stating the reason for the 
crucifixion. Pilate knew of no reason why 
Jesus should be put to death. He had 
only yielded to Jewish clamor. In pre- 
paring the title for the cross, he simply 
showed his contempt for the Jews. They 
gave as a reason for demanding his death, 
that he had made himself a king. Pilate 
had made it clear to them how little a king 
he was, or likely to become. But they per- 
sisted in their charge and demands. Pilate, 
in cool satire, takes them at their word. 
In three languages, —the language of the 
court, Latin; the language of most of 
the Gentiles, Greek; and the language of 
the Jews, Hebrew, —he had ordered to be 
placed over the head of Jesus the title, 
Tue King or THE Jews. It was not 
probably seen by the Jews till after the 
cross was erected. Great excitement was 
manifested. They could not have Jesus 
called king of the Jews. So a delegation 
hastened to Pilate to ask a change in the 
title, making it, he said he was king of 
the Jews. Pilate, vexed perhaps at the 
course he had been led to take by the 
Jews, haughtily replied, ‘‘ What I have 
written, I have written.” The delegation 
returned, therefore, with no comfort for 
their brethren. 

The evangelists do not agree in the exact 
words of the title, though they agree in 
what it asserts. Matthew says, ‘‘ This is 
Jesus the King of the Jews ;” Mark, ‘‘ The 
King of the Jews;” Luke, ‘This is the 
King of the Jews;” John, ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews,” 

7. The Jeering Crowd. The crucifixion 
was in a public place, and at a time when 
there were many strangers at Jerusalem. 
The witnesses were therefore many, and 
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it is related that the passers-by, the chief 
priests and scribes, and also the soldiers, 
railed at Jesus as he hung upon the cross. 
“* Save thyself,” it was sneeringly said, “if 
thou be the Son of God.” Yes, said the 
rulers, ‘‘ He saved others, let him save 
himself, if he be the Christ, the chosen of 
God.” The soldiers who had shared in the 
mockery at the Pretorium, in the same 
mocking tone followed, saying, ‘‘ If thou 
be the king of the Jews save thyself.” 
But Jesus answered nothing. ‘This hard- 
ness of heart on the part of men may have 
been more to him than the physical pain he 
suffered ; but all through he kept that sweet 
forgiving spirit which had forced out as yet 
the only words he had uttered. 

8. The Malefactors. They, too, reviled 
him, taking up the sneering phrase of the 
priests andrulers. But, according to Luke, 
one of them only engaged in the reviling ; 
for which he was rebuked by his companion. 
This latter then besought Jesus to remem- 
ber him, and received the promise, ‘‘ To- 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

9. The Mother of Jesus and John. ‘The 
Gospels are silent in regard to the disciples 
on this crucifixion-day. Bewildered and 
fearful, they probably kept from the public 
sight. But John records that that disciple 
whom Jesus loved, the mother of Jesus, and 
other women, had ventured to come nearer 
and nearer to the cross, till they stood 
where they could plainly behold their suffer- 
ing Master, and show him their sympathy. 
Perhaps they had an expectation that he 
would in the end save himself, and show 
himself the King of Israel. But there 
was no room for such a hope, after they 
had been recognized by Jesus. . Seeing his 
mother and John standing together, in the 
briefest possible words, with a gesture of 
the head, he commended the one to the 
other. ‘* Woman! behold thy son.” To 
the disciple, ‘‘ Behold thy mother.” 

10. The Darkness. In nearly the same 
words the synoptists declare that a dark- 
ness was over the whole land from the sixth 
to the ninth hour, from noon till three 


182 


o’clock. What the phenomenon thus de- 
scribed was can only be imagined. It being 
the time of the full moon, it could not have 
been an eclipse of the sun. 

11. Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani. ‘* My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? ” 
Such was the cry of Jesus after heavy hours 
of suffering. During the seemingly preter- 
natural gloom there had been silence. 
Even the voices of the enemies of Jesus 
had been hushed. For a moment, in his 
utter agony, a cloud seemed to hide from 
him his Father’s face. But it was only for 
amoment. As the darkness is represented 
to have passed from the land, so the shadow 
passed from his soul. His cry was taken 
by some to be a call upon Elias to come 
and save him, either because the words 
were imperfectly heard or mockingly per- 
verted. 

12. The Thirst. The thirst of the suf- 
ferer became intense. Shortly after the 
above exclamation, the words, ‘‘I thirst,” 
escaped him, A vessel was standing by, 
containing the drink of the Roman soldiers, 
a sort of sour wine. Some one, benevo- 
lently inclined, filled a sponge with the 
wine, and, as the head of Jesus was a little 
beyond reach, raised the sponge on the end 
of a hyssop-stalk to his mouth. Some, 
however, remonstrated, saying, “Let us 
see whether Elias will come to save him.” 
According to Mark, the man himself echoes 
the same sentiment, while giving Jesus the 
drink. 


13. The End. Jesus was conscious the 


end was approaching. His agony was too 
fearful to last much longer. He uttered a 
loud ery that seemed to be the sundering 
of the cords of life. Then, once more, he 
spake: ‘Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit.” A moment passed. ‘It 
is finished,” came from his lips, and all was 
over. The last hours with his disciples, 
the struggle in Gethsemane, the trials, the 
scourging, the mockeries, had so reduced 
the physical strength of Jesus, that his suf- 
ferings were happily shortened. 


14. The Time on the Cross. Mark says 
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Jesus was crucified at the third hour; John 
says at the sixth. Much has been written 
in the endeavor to reconcile these state- 
ments. It is not likely either intended to 
speak with exactness; but as the state- 
ments now stand there is a discrepancy 
between them, and no satisfactory explana- 
tion is likely to be found. The first three 
evangelists agree in assigning the sixth 
hour as the commencement of the dark- 
ness. The probability is that Mark’s state- 
ment is more nearly correct than John’s. 
Both spoke in reference to the great di- 
visions of the day. They had no exact 
methods of marking time. If it is con- 
ceived that Jesus reached Calvary between 
nine and ten o’clock in the forenoon, and 
died between three and four in the after- 
noon, there can be no great error. 

15. Phenomena. What matters of fact, 
if any, gave rise to the statements in Mat- 
thew in regard to the quaking of the earth, 
the opening of the graves, the rising of the 
bodies of saints, who went into Jerusalem 
and appeared unto many, it is impossible to 
tell. Some commentators, among them 
Norton, reject the passage in which these 
statements appear as not genuine. The 
synoptists all record the rending of the veil 
of the temple, but Luke connects the oc- 
currence with the darkness. This veil was 
the curtain that shut off the inner sanctuary, 
the Holy of Holies, where the High Priest 
went into the presence of God. A rent in 
the curtain may have occurred about that 
time; but the statement is evidently sym- 
bolical of the opening of the spiritual world 
tomen. All the circumstances of the death 
of Jesus so impressed the centurion in com- 
mand, that he bore emphatic and voluntary 
testimony to his righteousness. 

16. The Removal of the Bodies. Just 
before, or about the time of the death of 
Jesus, some of the leading Jews went to 
Pilate to entreat that measures might be. 
taken to hasten the death of the victims, 
not to save them from further suffering, 
but that their bodies might be taken down 
and buried before the commencement of 
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the Sabbath at sundown, as the approach- 
ing day would be profaned by dead bodies 
exposed to sight. Pilate’s consent to such 
measures was easily obtained. ‘he male- 
factors being still alive, their legs were 
broken, and such wounds inflicted as 
brought death to their relief. But Jesus, 
being already apparently dead, a spear was 
thrust in his side, simply to make death 
certain. The bodies of the malefactors 
were immediately taken down and hastily 
buried. There was some delay in regard 
to the body of Jesus, as a wealthy and in- 
fluential Jew had gone to the governor to 
beg that the body might be delivered to 
him. 

17. Joseph of Arimathea. Of this man 
but little is known, save that he was wealthy, 
“a good man and a just,” and as a mem- 
ber of the Sanhedrim did not ‘‘ consent to 
the counsel and deed” of his fellow-mem- 
bers; that he was friendly to Jesus, but 
had not avowed his discipleship. At the 
death of Jesus he took a bolder stand, 
bearing the ill-will and scorn of his asso- 
ciates, by begging Pilate to entrust the 
crucified body to him for tender and rever- 
ential burial. Pilate yielded to his request, 
after ascertaining that Jesus was really 
dead. 

18. The Entombing. The body of Jesus 
was taken from the cross, wrapped in a fine 
linen cloth, between the folds of which 
myrrh, aloes, and spices were plentifully 
sprinkled; and the body was prepared for 
burial according to the manner of the Jews. 
Nicodemus shared with Joseph the paying 
this loving and honorable service to the re- 
mains of the crucified teacher, whom he also 
had learned to love and respect. Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
other women’seem to have been observant 
of the preparations, and followed to the 
tomb. This tomb was near by in the garden 
of Joseph, a new one cut into the face of 
a limestone rock. The body was placed 
within it by reverent hands, and a large 
stone was placed so as to close up the 
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the sun was fast sinking in the western 
horizon. 

When the guard was set and the stone 
sealed, is uncertain. Many able commen- 
tators doubt the historical accuracy of what 
is found in this connection in Matthew’s 
gospel. Alford’s theory is, that it was on 
the evening after the Sabbath [Saturday 
evening] that the Jews went to Pilate, and, 
obtaining permission, proceeded to set their 
watch at the tomb and sea] the stone. 


LESSON LI 
THE RESURRECTION. 


1. Saturday Evening. The body of 
Jesus was in Joseph’s tomb. A large stone 
completely covered the entrance. In some 
way the stone was sealed; that is, it was 
so fixed that it could not be moved from 
its position and placed back again, without 
leaving evidence of its removal. A guard 
was set. This guard was composed of 
Roman soldiers. 

2. Sunday Morning. A party of women, 
friends of Jesus, met according to agree- 
ment to go to the tomb and finish the em- 
balming of the body. They had furnished 
themselves with the needed spices and gums. 
They knew nothing of the guard and the 
sealing of the stone, and were only troubled 
to know how they were to get the great 
stone rolled from the entrance of the tomb. 
Lo, as they approached, they observed the 
stone rolled away, and the tomb open. 
They were filled with apprehension. The 
Jews must have removed the body. One 
of the women, Mary Magdalene, imme- 
diately hastened back to find Peter and 
John, and tell them what had happened. 
The other women proceeded nearer to the 
tomb. ‘They perceived’ some one in shin- 
ing garments, who informed them that 
Jesus had risen, and sent them to inform 
the disciples that he would meet them in 
Galilee. 

3. Peter and John. Where Mary Mag- 
dalene found these two disciples is not 


opening. All had been hurriedly done, for! mentioned. They heard her tidings with 
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alarm, and ran with speed to the tomb. 
John outran Peter and first reached the 
tomb. Stooping down and looking in he 
saw nothing but the linen clothes lying. 
Peter, as soon as he came up, entered the 
tomb, and John followed. Nothing was 
found but the linen wrappings, and the nap- 
kin that was bound about the head of Jesus 
in a place by itself. John believed, but 
what he believed is not asserted. Some 
think that he believed in the story of Mary, 
that the body of Jesus had been removed ; 
others, that Jesus had risen. No commu- 
nication was made to them, nor was any 
angelic appearance vouchsafed them. They 
departed to their home. 

4. Mary Magdalene. Mary, having seen 
Peter and John hurry to the tomb, followed, 
but with lingering footsteps. Her heart 
was oppressed. To be deprived of per- 
forming the last sad offices of affection, was 
to her an additional affliction. There was a 
comfort in knowing where the loved form 
reposed, but of that she was then deprived. 
She reached the tomb after Peter and John 
had left, and gave herself up to weeping. 
Stooping down to look into the tomb, lo, 
there were two shining forms, one at the 
head and the other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain! They asked the 
cause of her weeping. She told them her 
grief, but, ere they could reply, she, turning, 
saw standing near her one she supposed to 
be the gardener. She passionately entreat- 
ed him, if he had borne him hence, to tell 
her where he had laid him, ‘‘ Mary!” The 
tone thrilled her soul. ‘*Rabboni!” her 
only answer. Rushing to embrace him, he 
gently forbade, reminding her that he was 
not as before; that he had passed from the 
earthly and was ascending into the heav- 
enly. He then charged her to go to his 
brethren and tell them that he was ascend- 
ing to the Father. 

5. Appearance to the Women. It may be 
that the evangelists alluded to two differ- 
ent parties of women. If so, it was, prob- 
ably, to the second of these parties Jesus 
revealed himself as they came into the gar- 
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den. At his ‘* All hail!” they cast them- 
selves to the ground, laying hold of his 
feet, and paying him reverent homage. 

6. The Disciples. The tidings that had 
gone from one to another brought these to- 
gether. The women had told their stories; 
but to these men the stories were but as idle 
tales. Soon Peter and John came, verify- 
ing the account of the empty tomb; but 
they had nothing to say in confirmation of 
the vision of angels or the story of a risen 
Lord. Mary Magdalene and the others 
had evidently been the victims of their own 
excited imaginations. Some time later, 
under what circumstances it is not intimated, 
Peter was gladdened with a vision of his 
Master. 

7. The Walk to Emmaus. Later in the 
day a certain Cleopas and a companion, 
both disciples of Jesus, were walking from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus, a village about eight 
miles distant, but whose site is unknown. 
They were talking of what bad occurred in 
Jerusalem, and of the reports of the women 
in regard to the rising of the Crucified One. 
A third person joined them, and took part 
in their conversation. With great power 
and clearness he expounded to them the 
spiritual teachings of the prophets, and the 
necessity of the sufferings of Christ. How 
their hearts burned within them as they 
listened! Arrived at Emmaus, they cour- 
teously invited the stranger to tarry with 
them, as the day was far spent. Their in- 
vitation was accepted. As he blessed the 
bread, brake, and gave it to them, their 
eyes were opened, and they knew him to be 
Jesus. Immediately he vanished from their 
sight. 

The two companions hurried back to Jeru- 
salem with the tidings that they had seen 
the Lord. They found some of the disciples, 
at least, no longer in doubt, for the Lord 
had appeared unto Simon, and they knew 
him to be indeed risen. 

8. The Evening Meeting. It must have 
been near evening when the two brethren 
returned from Emmaus and joined the dis- 
ciples, and those who were with them. It 
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was a private meeting, held with closed 
doors for fear of the Jews. All the occur- 
rences of the day were freely talked over. 
There were great joy and exeitement and 
a wondering of what was to come. While 
they were in eager conversation, Jesus sud- 
denly stood in the midst of them, and ut- 
tered the well-known salutation, ‘‘ Peace 
be unto you!” They were affrighted, and 
thought they beheld a spirit; but Jesus 
convinced them of his real presence. Then 
were the disciples glad, and heard his words 
with joy. As he had been sent by the 
Father, he would send them out into the 
world. Of his manner of departing noth- 
ing is said. 

9. The Different Accounts. If the ac- 
count of each evangelist is taken by itself, 
the different stories would be as follows : 


MATTHEW. 


The two Marys went to the sepulchre 
early in the morning. “There was a great 
earthquake. An angel descended and rolled 
away the stone and sat uponit. The guards 
were frightened, and became as dead men. 
The angel addressed the women, bidding 
them fear not, and assuring them that Jesus 
was not in the tomb, but had risen. They 
were invited to see the place where the 
Lord lay ; and then charged to go quickly 
and tell the disciples that he had risen from 
the dead, that he was going before into 
Galilee, and there would be seen. The 
Marys departed quickly with fear and great 
joy. But as they went, Jesus himself met 
them, and bade them ‘All hail!” They 
held him by the feet, prostrating themselves 
before him. He also charged them not to 
fear, but to go and tell his brethren to de- 
part into Galilee, and there they should see 
him. 

Some of the watch went into the city, 
and told the chief priests all that had been 
done. The Sanhedrim met and considered 
the subject. They decided to bribe the 
guard to say that the disciples came by 
night and stole the body while they slept. 
This coming to the governor’s ears would 
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subject the soldiers to military discipline. 
To sleep on guard was no light offence. 
But the Jews would see to it that no harm 
came to them. 


MARK. 


The two Marys and Salome went to the 
sepulchre with sweet spices, at the rising 
of the sun, to anoint the body. They 
debated with themselves upon the way how 
they should get the stone rolled away. 
But when they came in sight of the tomb, 
they saw it was rolled away. Going into 
the sepulchre, they saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, clothed in a long 
white garment; and they were affrighted. 
He bade them not to fear, assuring them 
that Jesus was risen, and inviting them to 
see the place where he was laid. They 
were then charged to go and tell the disci- 
ples and Peter that he was going before 
into Galilee, and there they could see him. 
They went quickly out of the sepulchre, 
trembling and amazed; neither said they 
any thing to any, for they were afraid. 

Here the gospel of Mark properly ends, 
at the eighth verse of the last chapter. 
The remaining verses are not found in the 
Sinaitic, Vatican, or Alexandrine Codex; 
and are undoubtedly an addition to the 
original gospel. 


LUKE. 


The Marys, Joanna, and other women 
went to the sepulchre very early in the 
morning, with their spices. They found 
the stone rolled away. They entered the 
tomb, and found not the body of Jesus. 
They were perplexed; and behold, two 
men stood by them in shining garments. 
The women were afraid, and bowed their 
faces to the earth. The men said, ‘‘ Why 
seek ye the living among the dead? He 
is not here, but is risen.” It was brought 
to the remembrance of the women, how he 
had said that he should be crucified, and 
the third day rise again. They returned, 
and told all things to the eleven, and the 
rest. Then Peter ran to the sepulchre, 
and, stooping down, beheld the linen 
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clothes laid by themselves. He then de- 
parted, wondering what was coming to 
pass. The appearance of Jesus to the 
brethren on the way to Emmaus followed ; 
and afterwards the meeting with the eleven. 


JOHN. 


Mary Magdalene went early to the sepul- 
chre, and found the stone rolled away. 
She ran and told Peter and John. The 
two disciples hastened to the sepulchre, and 
finding in it only the linen clothes and the 
napkin, returned home. Mary remained at 
the sepulchre weeping. She saw two 
angels in the sepulchre, who addressed 
her. She turned, and saw one standing 
by her whom she found to be Jesus. He 
permitted her not to touch him, but sent her 
to tell his brethren that he was ascending to 
his and their God. Mary went and told the 
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and 
what he had said to her. In the evening 
Jesus entered the closed room where the 
disciples were assembled, as has been 
described above. 


LESSON LII. 
AFTER THE RESURRECTION. 


1. The Second Meeting with the Disciples. 
It would seem from John’s gospel, that 
Thomas was not present at the first meet- 
ing with the disciples; that the disciples 
tarried at Jerusalem another week, and 
when assembled as before on Sunday even- 
ing, Thomas with them, Jesus again came 
in their midst. He furnished the doubting 
Thomas with the proofs he asked; and that 
disciple expressed his belief in the reality 
of his Master’s presence in the strongest 
language. 

In the reply of Jesus to Thomas there 
was a slight rebuke. Thomas had been 
assured by his ten brethren, by Cleopas 
and his companion, by the Marys and other 
women, that they had seen the risen Jesus. 
But he would not believe. He was of that 
make that he would be convinced only on 
ocular and tangible evidence. That evi- 
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dence was furnished him; but it had not 
been and could not be furnished to all. It 
was through the faith-faculty of the spiritual 
nature that the living Christ was to come 
into men’s consciousness. Jesus therefore 
said, ‘‘ Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed; blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed.” 

2. Jesus at the Sea of Galilee. The ac- 
count of the next interview of Jesus with 
his disciples, is also found in John’s Gospel. 
The disciples had gone back into Galilee. 
There were seven of them together, proba- 
bly at Capernaum, or in its vicinity. Peter 
felt a desire to try once more his old em- 
ployment. ‘The others would go out on the 
lake with him. All night they toiled and 
caught nothing. In the morning a voice 
from the shore caught their attention. They 
saw dimly a man on the shore, but knew 
not who it was. ‘‘ Children, have ye any 
fish?” <‘*No.” ‘Cast the net on the 
right side of the boat.” They did so, and 
the net became so filled with fishes, they 
were unable to draw it. ‘It is the Lord,” 
said John to Peter. The latter immediately 
girt on his outer garment and swam to the 
shore. The others rowed to the shore, 
dragging the net, which they found after- 
wards to contain one hundred and fifty- 
three great fishes. 

A fire of coals was burning on the shore, 
and a fish laid thereon, and there was bread. 
Jesus invited them to bring of the fish they 
had caught, and breakfast together. Break- 
fast over, Jesus said, ‘‘ Simon, lovest thou 
me more than these?” The ‘ these” 
probably meant the other disciples. The 
question was a trial of Peter in reference 
to his former loud professions. But he 
had learnt humility. He only professed his 
love, avoiding the comparison. ‘+ Feed my 
lambs,” was his charge. Again and again 
the question was asked in a form a little 
varied; and each time did Peter earnestly 
affirm his love, and receive the charge, 
‘*Feed my sheep.” Some find in Peter’s 
three affirmations a reference to his three 
denials. Jesus taught that love for him 
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was to be manifested by active service in 
his cause. Hungry souls were to be fed 
with the truth of God. The lesson of the 
draught of fishes, was that success would 
come through reliance upon the truth he 
had taught. 

Jesus, having revealed to Peter some- 
thing of the persecution and suffering that 
would come to him, and answered his ques- 
tion in reference to John, disappears from 
sight, as far as John’s gospel is concerned. 

3. Lhe Meeting on the Galilean Mountain. 
This is the only meeting with the disciples 
described by Matthew. It was by appoint- 
ment. There were some present who 
doubted. Jesus came and spoke to the 
disciples ; and gave them their charge to go 
forth, teaching all nations, ‘‘ baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the Son, 
and of the’ Holy Spirit; teaching them to 
observe all things, whatever I have com- 
manded_ you. And lo, I am with you 
always unto the end of the world.” 

It is supposed that this was a larger 
gathering than Matthew’s account leads us 
to suppose; and that it was the occasion 
referred to by Paul, when more than five 
hundred brethren were present. 

4, The Disciples again at Jerusalem. 
According to Luke, in his gospel, and in 
his ‘‘ Acts of the Apostles,” the last inter- 
view of Jesus with his disciples was at 
Jerusalem and in its vicinity. Towards 
the end of the forty days after the resur- 
rection, the disciples then must have gone 
up to Jerusalem. Nothing is recorded of 
the circumstances of the meeting. The 
disciples were directed to tarry in Jerusa- 
lem until they were ‘‘endued with power 
from on high.” Then he led them to 
Mount Olives, over the crest towards 
Bethany. As they were assembled before 
him, he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. While he blessed them, he was 
parted from them, and was carried up into 
heaven, a cloud hiding him from their sight. 

5. Paul’s Testimony. Paul, in his letter 
to the Corinthian converts, gave the facts 
as they had come to his knowledge. For 
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some reason, he made no account of the 
testimony of the women. Jesus was seen 
by Peter, then by the twelve. ‘Twelve ” 
is used probably as a term for the disciples, 
rather than as expressing the exact number. 
There were then but eleven. ‘‘The five 
hundred at once” may possibly be con- 
nected with Matthew’s meeting on a moun- 
tain in Galilee, as has been intimated. In 
regard to his being seen by James nothing 
is known. It was of course in vision that 
Paul himself saw Jesus. 

6. The Ascension. This must be taken 
in its spiritual sense. Where is there a 
heaven into which a body of flesh and 
blood can be taken? ‘The idea of physical 
ascent was probably not even suggested in 
the original gospels. It is doubtful whether 
the phrase, ‘‘ carried up into heaven,” 
belongs in Luke’s account. Mark’s ‘‘ he 
was received up into heaven and sat on the 
right hand of God,” is a part of the addi- 
tion to the original gospel. But even this 
cannot denote sitting on the right hand of 
God in a physical sense, why should it the 
receiving up? The gospel idea is rather 
that Jesus disappeared from sight, -— was 
parted from them. He passed from the 
earthly life into the heavenly. 

When Jesus yielded up his life on the 
cross, with the disciples all was darkness. 
Then there was a time of spiritual twilight, 
as Jesus in some way revealed himself to 
their sight, and spoke to their souls. Then 
came the fuller spiritual apprehension; and 
Jesus was no more in the body, but their 
ascended Lord. 


‘« In heaven, instruction is not committed 
to memory, but to life.” — Swedenborg. 


** No one can have a true idea of right 
until he does it.” — Martineau. 


‘‘Divine, and finding no pearls in the sea? 
Blame not the ocean, the fault is in thee.” 


‘Sum up at night what thou hast done by day; 
And in the morning, what thou hast to do.’ 
Herbert. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


Issued by the Unitarian Sunday-School Society, 7 Tremont Place, Boston. 


ATE NG. SO SEPTEMBER, 1875. Lussons 49-52. 
LESSON XLIX.— FURTHER HUMILIATIONS. 
{SEpPT. 5.] 


“In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story _ 
Gathers round its head sublime,’’ 
BowRIneG. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


MATT. xxvii. 26-33; MARK xv. 15-22; LUKE xxiii. 25-32; Joun xix. 1-17. The order of events seems 
to have been as follows: Pilate had Jesus scourged before his accusers. The soldiers then led him into 
their quarters in the palace, and, having called their whole band together, engaged in the sport of making 
him a mock-king. Pilate, hoping the Jews would be satisfied with this degradation of Jesus, brought 
him forth to them. But they still cried, “ Crucify!” ‘ Crucity!” and accused him of making himself 
the Son of God. This led Pilate to take Jesus into the palace for another examination. Brought forth 
again in the mock-garb of royalty, there was the same cry, “‘ Crucify!’’ Pilate’s fears being excited, he 
no longer resisted, but let the Jews have their will. The soldiers prepared Jesus and two criminals for 
crucifixion, and proceeded to conduct them to Calvary, a spot just outside the city. On the way Jesus 
sunk under the burden of his cross, and the soldiers compelled Simon of Cyrene to carry it for him. 
Women, beholding the sufferings of Jesus, wept for him. The multitude followed to Calvary. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. W— Tortured, mocked of men, subjected to the lowest degradation, 
Jesus only the more showed his true royalty of soul, his divine kingship. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. When Pilate consented that Jesus should be 
crucified, what was next done? 

Jesus was scourged, — that is, cruelly beaten. 

2. Then what did the soldiers do? 

They took him into their room, or court, and 
made sport for themselves with him. 

8. In what way did they do this? 

By making him a mock-king. They threw an 
old cloak on him for a royal robe; made a crown 
out of a prickly plant, and put on his head; and 
put a reed in his hand for a sceptre. 

4. Then how did they treat him? 

They struck him, spit on him, and insulted him 
in many ways. 


5. When Pilate saw Jesus thus mocked as a 
king, what did he do? 

He took him before the Jews, hoping they would 
be satisfied without having him crucified. 

6. Was the pity of the Jews excited? 

The pity of some of them was; but the chief 


priests insisted upon his crucifixion. 


7. Then what did the soldiers do? 

They took off what they had put on Jesus, and 
clothed him in his own garments. 

8. Where did they take him and two criminals? 

To Calvary, to be crucified. 

9. Could Jesus carry his cross ? 

No; aman by the name of Simon carried it. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


Why was Jesus scourged, and how? 
How was he treated after the scourging ? 
What was the object of the soldiers ? 
Did Pilate still desire to save Jesus? 
. What did he do? 
. Describe the scene when he said, BEHOLD 
THE MAN! 

7. What Jed him to question Jesus further ? 

8. What did Pilate ask, and why did Jesus re- 
main silent ? 


Do Pp cower 


9. What did Jesus finally say to him? 

10. What was Pilate’s object in saying to the 
Jews, BEHOLD YOUR KING! 

11. How was he induced to permit the cruci- 
fixion to take place? 

12. What is your opinion of the character of 
Pilate? 

13. How might he have acted nobly ? 

14. Describe the starting for Calvary. 

15. What occurred on the way ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Scourging; Roman treatment of the condemned; the mockery of Jesus by the soldiers; Pilate’s 
desire to save his life; his motive in presenting him again to the Jews; their charge; the examina- 
tion that followed; the bearing of Jesus; presented again to the Jews; their influence over Pilate; 
the preparations for the crucifixion; on the way to Calvary; Calvary. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON L.— THE CRUCIFIXION. 


“Not in vain for us uplifted, 
Man of sorrows, wonder-gifted! 
May that sacred emblem be: 
Lifted high amid the ages, 
Guide of heroes, saints, and sages, 
May it guide us still to thee.” 


[SEpT. 12.] 


HEDGE. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


MATT. xxvii. 33-66; MARK xv. 22-47; LUKE xwiii. 33-56; JOHN xix. 17-42. The different accounts 
will probably arrange as follows: When Jesus arrived at Calvary, the stupefying draught was offered. 


He was then stripped of his clothing, and nailed to the cross. 


It was during this painful process he 


breathed the prayer, “‘Father, forgive them.” The title ordered by Pilate was placed at the top of 


the cross. 


The work of the executioners over, they disposed of the garments, and kept guard. The 


standers-by railed at the suffering Jesus. The malefactors joined in the railing. One, however, repented, 


and received the promise of being with Jesus in Paradise. 
Jesus in his agony cried, ‘My God, my God, why hast 
Then came exceeding thirst. 
Feeling the end near, he said, ‘‘ Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.’’ 
Then, with a loud cry, saying, “ It is finished,” he yielded up his life. 

Joseph of Arimathea begged the body of Pilate. 


John. There was a period of darkness. 
thou forsaken me?”’ 
his mouth. 


six hours on the cross. 


Jesus commended his mother to the care of 
One of the men reached a saturated sponge to 


He had, probably, hung about 
It was taken down from the 


cross just before sunset, hastily embalmed, and placed in a sepulchre near at hand. The door was closed 


with a great stone. 


The stone was sealed by the Jews, and a watch was set. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— He humbled himself, and was obedient unto death, even the 


death of the cross.— PAUL. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. How did the nations of old sometimes put 
criminals to death ? 

By fastening them to an upright cross, and leav- 
ing them to hang there and die. 

2. Was this a Jewish way of putting to death? 

No; but the Romans put slaves and the lowest 
criminals to death in that way. 

8. Whit was offered Jesus at Calvary ? 

A drink to deaden his feelings. 

4. Why did he not accept it? 

He wanted to have his mind clear. 

5. How was Jesus fastened to the cross? 

By large nails driven through his hands and feet. 

6. What did he pray, as he felt the great pain? 

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW 
NOT WHAT THEY DO. 


7. What did the Jews who were standing by 
do, as he hung upon the cross ? 

They mocked him, and railed at him. 

8. When he saw his mother and John a little 
way off, what did he ask of them? 

That they should be as mother and son. 

9. Did he at one time almost feel that God had 
forsaken him ? 

Yes; his agony was so great. But his faith all 
came back to him. 

10. How long before death came to his relief? 

About six hours. His last words, It is finished. 

11. What was done with his body ? 

It was placed in a tomb; the tomb was so closed 
that it would be known if any one opened it; and 
a guard of soldiers was placed over tt. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What draught was offered Jesus, and why 
did he refuse it? 

2. Whit did the soldiers proceed to do? 

3. What do you conceive of the pain caused ? 

4. What inscription was placed upon the cross, 
and why did the Jews wish it changed? 

5. How do you account for the loving and for- 
giving spirit of Jesus? 

6. Was his prayer simply for his executioners, 
or for all who had sought his death ? 

7. How was he treated as he hung on the cross ? 


8. What occurred between him and the two 
malefactors ? 

9. How did he provide for his mother? 

10. What is said of darkness prevailing ? 

11. What cry almost of despair escaped him? 

12. How was his thirst relieved ? 

13. What did he sy as the end drew near? 

14. What occurred at his death ? 

15. Why were the bodies removed that day? 

16. What was done to make death certain ? 

17. Give the circumstances of the entombing. 


e 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


The stupefying draught; the nailing to the cross; the inscription; the suffering of Jesus; his 


prayer; the railing; the malefactors; the mother of Jesus; 


the darkness; the calling upon God; 


the thirst; the commending to God; the end; the division of the garments; the desire of the Jews; 
death rendered certain; Joseph of — the entombing; the seal and guard. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. Ig! 


LESSON LI.—THE RESURRECTION. 


“Our hearts be pure from evil, 
That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 
Of resurrection light.” 


[SEPT. 19.] 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


MATT. xxviii. 1-15; MARK xvi. 1-14; LUKE xxiv. 1-48; JoHN xx. 1-23. The great fact of the resurec- 
tion of Jesus is strongly set forth by the Gospel writers; but it is exceedingly difficult to harmonize their 
several accounts of what transpired on that great Easter morning. A probable order of events is as 
follows: Early in the morning the two Marys and other women went to the sepulchre. They found the 
tomb open. Mary Magdalene, believing the body to have been taken away, hastened back to tell Peter 
and John. The women who remained saw an angel, who informed them that Jesus had risen. After 
they left, John and Peter came up hurriedly and entered the tomb. They saw nothing but the linen 
clothing. They departed to seek the other disciples. Mary Magdalene came again to the tomb, and, 
looking in, saw two angels. Turning from the tomb, Jesus revealed himself to her. Subsequently other 
women came into the garden, and were met by Jesus. Some time during the day he appeared unto Peter. 
In the afternoon he joined two believers on their walk to Emmaus. In the evening he came into the 


“= 


room where the disciples were gathered, Thomas only being absent. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrec- 


tion of the Lord Jesus. — ACTS iv. 33. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. How do you think the friends of Jesus must 
have felt that evening after the crucifixion, and 
on the following Sabbath ? 

2. Why had certain women arranged to go to 
his tomb early Sunday morning ? 

To carry spices and embalm his body. 

8. When these women were approaching the 
tomb, what did they observe with surprise ? 

That the great stone had been moved from the 
door of the tomb. 

4. What did Mary Magdalene do? 

Thinking some one had taken away the body, she 
hurried back to tell John and Peter. 

5. What did the other women do? 

They went to the tomb, and found it empty. 


6. As they were wondering what had become of 


the body, who appeared to them ? 
Two men in shining garments, who told them 
Jesus had risen. 


7. What then did the women do? 

They left to find and tell the disciples. 

8. Did Mary Magdalene find Jolin and Peter? 

Yes; and they ran with all speed to the tomb. 

9. Going into the tomb, what did they see? 

Nothing but linen clothes lying about. 

10. After they left, who came to the tomb? 

Mary Magdalene, again. Stooping down, as she 
wept, she saw in the tomb two angels. 

11. Whom did she see as she turned? 

A man she thought had the care of the garden. 

12. Who did she find it was? 

Jesus himself, to her surprise and joy. 

13. Did the disciples believe Mary when she 
told them that she had seen Jesus? 

No ; they did not believe till some of their num- 
ber had seen him also. 

14. When did they all, except one, see him? 

In the evening, when they were together. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. How was it that the stone closing the tomb 
had been removed and the guard driven away ? 

2. Why were the women so early at the tomb, 
and what was their purpose? 

3. What did they observe, and what course did 
they take? 

4. What communication was mde to those 
who went to the tomb, and by whom? 

5. How does each evangelist describe the first 
going to the tomb? 
» 6. How did Peter and John proceed, and what 
did they observe ? 


7. What occurred upon Mary Magdalene’s sec- 
ond visit to the sepulchre ? 

8. Can we suppose the appearing of Jesus, as 
described by Matthew, occurred later ? 

9. What occurred as two friends of Jesus were 
on their way to Emmaus ? 

10. How is it known that Peter had seen Jesus 
during the day ? 

11. Describe the meeting in the evening. 

12. What arrangement was made by the chief 
priests with the soldiers who were on guard ? 

13. In what respect do the evangelists agree ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The removal of the stone, and dispersion of the guard ; the women, and their object ; the angel, 
or angels ; Mary Magdalene ; Peter and John ; Jesus and the Magadalene, as in John ; Jesus and 
the Marys, as in Matthew; the friends on the way to Emmaus; the joy of the uisciples ; the meeting 
of the evening ; the guard and the Sanhedrim; agreements; discrepances; facts. 
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192 SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON LII.— AFTER THE RESURRECTION. 


(Sept. 26.] 
* And ever since that Countenance 
Is on my pathway shining, — 
A Sun from out a higher sky, 
Whose Light knows no declining.” 
SEARS. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


MATT. xxviii. 16-20; MARK xvi. 15-19; LUKE xxiv. 49-53; JOHN xx. 24-31; xxi. 1-25; Acts i. 1-12; 
1 Cor. xv. 5-8. In John’s Gospel is given the account of the second meeting in Jerusalem with the dis- 
ciples, — Thomas being present. There, also, is found the account of the meeting with seven of the 
disciples on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. Matthew records a meeting of the eleven with Jesus on a 
mountain in Galilee, according to appointment. Others are supposed to have been present. This is 
taken as the occasion noticed by Paul, when Jesus was seen by “‘ above five hundred brethren at once.” 
Luke in his “‘ Acts of the Apostles”? records another meeting at Jerusalem, at which time Jesus led the 
disciples to Olivet, and from thence, before their eyes, was taken up into heaven. This is supposed to 
have been the ascension alluded to by Mark. There are thus nine appearances of Jesus, after the resur- 
rection, noticed, 1. To Mary Magdalene. 2. Tothe women. 3. To Peter. 4. To Cleopas and his com- 


panion. 5. To ten of the disciples. 6. To the eleven. 7. To seven of the disciples. 8. To a large num- 
ber. 9. To the eleven, when he passed from their sight. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Jesus has passed from the earthly into spiritual relations with 
men, and reveals himself only through the spirit. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. How long after the resurrection before Jesus 
is said to have withdrawn from sight? 

Forty days. 

2. Is any thing known of how and where he 
lived during this time? 

No; but once in a while, in a strange way, he 
came into the presence of his friends, and then dis- 
appeared. 

38. Does it almost seem as if he were a spirit? 

Yes: many people think he did appear in spirit- 
form, and not in his real body. 

4. What do others think ? 

In most churches, it is taught that his body was 
again restored to life; but some Christians think 
there was a change init, and that he was all the 
time becoming a spirit. 

5. After the first Sunday evening, when did he 
next meet his disciples ? 

The next Sunday evening at Jerusalem. 

6. Which one did not believe he had risen? 

Thomas. He thought it was not possible. 


FOR OLDER 


1. What were the circumstances of the second 
meeting of Jesus with his disciples, and what oc- 
curred ? 

2. Where was the next meeting, and how do 
you account for it? 

3. What occurred at this meeting ? 

4, What conversation after the breakfast ? 

5. Give an account of the gathering on a moun- 
tain in Galilee. 

6. What charge was given to the disciples ? 


7. Where did the last meeting take place, and 
what was its object? ‘ 
ste 


7. Was he convinced that the person with them 
that evening was Jesus ? 

Yes; and he was greatly astonished. 

8. Afterwards, what did the disciples do? 

They went back to‘ Galilee. 

9. One morning, as some of them were fishing 
on the lake, who spoke to them from the shore ? 

Jesus. They did not know it was he at first. 

10. After they had breakfasted together on the 
shore, what did he tell Peter ? 

That he musi feed his sheep and his lambs. 

11. What did he mean by that? 

12. When he met his disciples upon a moun- 
tain in Galilee, what did he tell them ? 

To go into all the world and preach the gospel 
unto every creature. 

13. Where did he meet them the last time? 


At Jerusalem. Then he took them to Mount 
Olives. 


14. What occurred there? 
He blessed them, and withdrew from thew sight. 


SCHOLARS. 


8. What was meant by the question in regard 
to the restoration of the kingdom ? 

9. What was the answer, and what directions 
were given to the disciples ? 

10. Give the account of the ascension. 

11. Name the occasions of Jesus’ appearance. 

12, What circumstances seem to suggest the 
idea that Jesus appeared in spirit-form ? 

13. What others seem to prove that he must 


“*have been in bodily form? 


_ 14. In what wav does Jesus help men ascend 
into the spiritual life ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


; The second meeting with the disciples; Thomas; the third meeting; incidents connected with 
it; the meeting on a Galilean mountain; at Jerusalem; theories in regard to the life of Jesus; the 
ascension; its meaning and influence as a spiritual fact. “Lo, Iam with you to the end of the 


world.” 


